
The Lost Word. A Contemplation

By Joseph Angel 

Freemasons are taught that the Word was lost with the death of the Grandmaster Hiram 
Abiff. In Royal Arch Masonry, we are told that the Word was found. What is that Word? 
What is the significance of it being lost? What does finding it really mean? And why 
does it matter?

This subject has occupied many a masonic author. Albert G. Mackey writes in The 
Symbolism of Freemasonry (Chapter XXXI):

 “The WORD, therefore, I conceive to be the symbol of Divine Truth; 
and all its modifications — the loss, the substitution, and the recovery 
— are but component parts of the mythical symbol which represents a 
search after truth.

… The search after the Word is an epitome of the intellectual and 
religious progress of the order, from the period when, by the 
dispersion at Babel, the multitudes were enshrouded in the profundity 
of a moral darkness where truth was apparently forever extinguished. 
The true name of God was lost; his true nature was not understood; 
the divine lessons imparted by our father Noah were no longer 
remembered; the ancient traditions were now corrupted; the ancient 
symbols were perverted. Truth was buried beneath the rubbish of 
Sabaism, and the idolatrous adoration of the sun and stars had taken 
the place of the olden worship of the true God. A moral darkness was 
now spread over the face of the earth, as a dense, impenetrable cloud, 
which obstructed the rays of the spiritual sun, and covered the people 
as with a gloomy pall of intellectual night.”

It is obvious, therefore, that we are not really talking about the actual word which 
would have entitled an ancient operative mason to his daily wages. This notion is made 
abundantly clear by the implication that the building is a “house not built with hands, 
eternal in the Heavens”.

The idea for this talk came to me recently as I read a favourite passage from the New 
Testament, John 1, the first verse of which says: “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God”. This verse is essentially the same in 
all of the languages I can read, but not always so. 



John wrote in Greek, and I wondered which words he would have used. The Stephanus 
Koine Greek New Testament of AD 1550 says: 

εν αρχη ην ο λογος και ο λογος ην προς τον θεον, και θεος ην ο 
λογος, 

that is: 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
God was the Word”. 

The last phrase, “and God was the Word”, is certainly different from: “and the Word was 
God” and implies a different sense. The Vulgate Latin version is essentially similar to 
the Greek version: 

“In principio erat Verbum et Verbum erat apud Deum et Deus erat Verbum”,

as is the Syriac Aramaic New Testament (the Pshitta): 
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It is remarkable that the Greek word Logos is translated as word in most of the versions I 
checked, but without attempting to convey the significance of the term. Logos, to be 
sure, means word but it also means reason, grounds, plea, opinion, expectation, speech, 
account, proportion, and discourse... We owe to the philosopher Heraclitus (c. 535 - c. 475 
BCE) the first use of Logos as a philosophical term referring to order and knowledge. In 
general, it can be said that the Logos is the universal rational creative intelligence which 
pervades the Cosmos, the reason which gives the Cosmos form, order and meaning. 

Which brings me back to the Lost Word of which Freemasons speak. To Mackey, finding 
what was lost was to rediscover the true name of God, to understand His true nature, to 
recall the divine lessons imparted by Noah, etc.  Freemasonry being essentially Gnostic, 
it seems to me, in light of the above discussion, that the search for the Lost Word and 
finding it is a shaded reference to the necessity of re-establishing man’s knowledge of 
the Divine within himself, the God Within. 


