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At initiation, the candidate is taught that Masonry is "a peculiar system of 

morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols”. And we are told by 

philosophers that morality can refer to a code of conduct defined by a 

society, organization, interest group, or religion. More generally, morality 

would refer to a code of conduct acceptable to all rational people, or it is 

the extent to which an action is right or wrong.  Having given the Working 

Tools presentations numerous times, I became interested in identifying the 

moral code to which that presentation alludes. My purpose is not to 

provide an exhaustive review of Masonic morality, but to restrict the focus 

to that defined by the Working Tools presentations. What follows is my 

understanding of that normative code according to which a good 

Freemason should live, as he constructs a spiritual temple within himself. 

During the presentation of the Working Tools peculiar to each degree, the 

candidate is told that “we apply those tools to our morals”, and an 

explanation follows. In First Degree, the candidate is admonished to direct 

the 24 hours of the day “to their proper objects, namely: prayer, labour, 

refreshment and sleep”.  A life consisting only of these activities sounds 

rather monastically sparse, but the underlying idea is to be mindful of all 

that matters in life and to give it its due attention and time.  



 

 

Further on in the same presentation, it is emphasized that “labour is the lot 

of man” — it is not enough to conceive of ideas and to design ways of 

carrying them out; it is necessary to act upon them. Although at times I 

considered this to be an admonition against idle day-dreaming, I have now 

come to take it as emphasizing the importance of integrating imagination 

and rationality with action! The necessity of persistent hard work in all 

pursuits is next emphasized by stating that perseverance is prerequisite to 

attaining perfection; mental and spiritual purity (i.e., perfection) require 

great exertion. I believe that the common gavel and chisel, tools used by 

builders to bring rough stone into shape, imply that need for hard work 

and perseverance in the quest for spiritual perfection. 

The presentation concludes by asserting that knowledge must be based on 

accurate data, and that persevering in pursuing knowledge through hard 

work is essential for eradicating ignorance and thus ameliorating the 

human condition. 

The tools of the Fellowcraft induce considerable guidance for leading a 

moral life. The toolset consists entirely of test instruments, and the lesson 

revolves around the importance of leading a moral life and the necessity of 

reflecting upon all our actions with a view toward rectifying them by 

conforming to the rules of morality and virtue. During Initiation, the 

Square is presented as one of the Great Lights of Masonry, but its 

significance as a symbol of morality is not elaborated until the Second 

Degree. And just as the Square enables the builder to test and to adjust 

angles and uprights, it symbolically points to truth, honesty and other 

virtues laid out in the Volume of Sacred Law.  

In the same vein, the Level is a reminder of the fundamental equality of all 

human beings. This equality transcends fortune, distinctions and honours, 

and it ultimately proves its veracity by the fact that death is visited equally 

upon all. It is, therefore, essential never to forget human brotherhood, and 

to treat others with due regard, differences in rank and fortune 

notwithstanding. 



 

 

Rectitude is also tested by the Plumb Rule, an instrument related to the 

Square. A good Fellowcraft should strive toward justice, uprightness and 

fairness in every way, and to do his utmost to lead a virtuous life. He is 

admonished not to be an extremist in matters religious. A good Fellowcraft 

should give up those passions which could damage his relationships with 

others. Fairness, justice and devotion to duty are also eloquently 

emphasized. 

The Working Tools of the Master Mason are reminders of what is expected 

of a virtuous person. He is to follow the moral teaching given in the 

Volume of Sacred Law, to walk the straight and narrow path, ever mindful 

that the Most High observes and records his actions for which he is 

accountable, and, finally, to keep within the limits of good and evil, always 

being mindful of the impartial and unerring Divine justice. 

Taken together, the Working Tools lectures outline what I would consider 

to a blueprint for a good, virtuous life. The freemason ought to be a man of 

strong and pious character, fair, just, generous, honest, thoughtful, dutiful, 

introspective, fair in all dealing, truthful, and in all matters to hold eternity 

and accountability to the Creator in view. These ideas are nicely stated by 

the opening paragraph of Anderson’s Constitutions (Concerning God and 

Religion):  

A Mason is oblig’d by his Tenure, to obey the moral Law ; and 

if he rightly understands the Art, he will never be a stupid 

Atheist, nor an irreligious Libertine. But though in ancient 

Times Masons were charg’d in every Country to be of the 

Religion of that Country or Nation, whatever it was, yet ’tis 

now thought more expedient only to oblige them to that 

Religion in which all Men agree, leaving their particular 

Opinions to themselves ; that is, to be good Men and true, or 

Men of Honour and Honesty, by whatever Denominations or 

Persuasions they may be distinguish’d ; whereby Masonry 

becomes the Center of Union, and the Means of conciliating 



 

 

true Friendship among Persons that must else have remain’d at 

a perpetual Distance.  

Elsewhere in the Constitutions one finds several details concerning 

desirable behaviours within and without the Lodge, and I mention this fact 

in order to emphasize that the question of what constitutes a moral life has 

preoccupied Masons from early times. Let me, therefore, conclude by 

saying that there is a great deal to be learned in Masonry, for it has a 

literature, a history, and a philosophy which vastly exceed the teaching 

articulated in the Working Tools presentations. But if we are to teach 

Masonic morality, this would be a good start. 


