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In the last two years I have had the privilege of acting as Thrice Puissant Grand Master 

for the conferral of the 14th Degree - the degree of Perfection and the culmination of 

the candidates’ journey through the Lodge of Perfection. Although, as I have found out, 

it is only the start of our journey into the understanding our ritual. 

The 14th degree is full of references to various religions - Christianity is not surprisingly 

prominent as our ritual originated in predominantly Christian countries but today I want 

to focus on the T.P.G.M.'s instruction to the Officers of the Lodge just prior to the 

candidates’ obligation; 

Officers of the Lodge, come with me to the Altar and witness the vows of the Aspirants, 
who seek to become Soldiers of Mithras and Servants of Ormuzd 
 
Now I'm not sure that too many candidates, or even long time members, know exactly 
who Mithras and Ormuzd were or why they are vowing to become soldiers of the 
former or servants of the latter - I know that I didn't and although I had some idea of 
Mithraism being a religion originating in Persia I had little understanding beyond that. I 
would also stress that I am not an expert on the subject but wished to highlight one 
aspect of our ritual so that it may inspire others to do likewise. 
 
Mithras, Mithra or Mitra 
 
The name originated in the Indo-Iranian area as Mitra - an old Indo-Iranian word 
meaning "that which binds" and later translated to Mithra or covenant in Avestan 
(Persian). In sanskrit Mitra means friend. 
 
In the Vedic period (roughly 500 - 1500 BCE) in India Mitra was a prominent deity in the 
Rigveda which is a collection of hymns to Indian deities. Mitra had a special relationship 
with Varuna, chief of the gods and was the patron of honesty, friendship, contracts and 
meetings. 
 
In Persia the name became Mithra and is particularly associated with Zoroastrianism 
founded by Zoroaster (Zarathustra). But it is quite clear that Mithra predated 



Zorastrianism and was one of the Yazata - literally meaning "a being worthy of worship"- 
and in Zorastrianism they are divinities. In the Khorda Avesta (the book of prayer) 
Mithra is referred to as the "most glorious of the supernatural Yazads (Yazatas). Mithra 
is the divinity of covenant and oath.  In addition to being the divinity of contracts, 
Mithra is also a judicial figure, an all-seeing protector of Truth and the guardian of 
cattle, the harvest and of The Waters. 
 
Mithras is the Graeco-Roman version of the name and Mithraism is distinct from 
Zoroastrianism and other Indo-Persian religions. The Romans referred to Mithraism as 
the Mysteries of Mithras or the Mysteries of the Persians. Mysteries because there were 
seven grades of initiation which took years to complete even for the highest adepts and 
of course some never made even the first grade. Initiates called themselves syndexioi - 
those united by the handshake. They met in underground temples and many iconic 
scenes have been found showing him killing a bull, being born from a rock and sharing a 
banquet with the sun god Sol. Mithras was particularly revered by ordinary Roman 
soldiers and this might be one reason for "Soldiers of Mithras". Another, perhaps more 
obvious reason, is that the third grade in the Mithraic Mysteries was that of "Miles" - 
the latin for Soldier. The Roman planet/deity for this grade was Mars who was often 
(after Emperor Augustus) referred to as the god of War. 
 
Ormuzd or Ahura Mazda 
 
Ormuzd is more commonly referred to as Ahura Mazda the supreme deity in 
Zoroastrianism and is an omniscient and omnipotent god. Ormuzd is a variant of 
Ohrmazd which is Ahura Mazda in Pahlavi. As an aside the Strait of Hormuz at the 
entrance to the Persian Gulf is also a derivative. 
 
Ahura means light and Mazda means wisdom therefore Ahura Mazda is the Lord of light 
and wisdom. He is also the creator and upholder of Arta or Truth. He created the evil 
spirit Angra Mainyu - the destroyer as Ahura Mazda is the creator. Later, in the reign of 
Persian king Artaxerxes II, Ahura Mazda was invoked as a triad with Mithra and Apam 
Napat - the god of fresh water as well as a protector of the royal glory of Persian Kings.  
 
Why Mithras and Ormuzd in Scottish Rite? 
 
Almost any reference to esoteric mysteries in our ritual can be laid at the feet of 
Confederate General Albert Pike, Sovereign Grand Commander of the U.S. Southern 
Jurisdiction of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite from 1859 until his death 32 years 
later. Most of you know and perhaps own Pike's Morals and Dogma but he also wrote 
several other books and tracts including; Mithras and the Sun God, Indo-Aryan Deities 



and Worship Contained in the Rig-Veda; Lectures of the Arya; Irano-Aryan Theosophy 
contained in the Zend Avesta. Incidentally he was also a poet and a songwriter, a lawyer 
of note, an eminent philosopher - quite simply a genius! 
 
My Conclusions 
 
Pike obviously had a passion for old mysteries and religions and that is the reason for 
many of the references as he was first and foremost a philosopher. As to his intent I 
cannot be sure but I can say how I interpret the writings. In Freemasonry we profess a 
belief in the Great Architect of the Universe and tolerance of all cultures, religions and 
nations.  
 
Many of our degrees contain verbatim passages from the King James Bible and the Rose 
Croix degrees reference Christ as "The Great Exemplar". We are not a religion but 
constantly use religious references to emphasize the virtues and morals that we wish to 
inculcate in ourselves and other Brethren. It is my belief that Pike, although he may very 
well want others to tread his philosophic path, meant us to take on the virtues 
associated with the gods of other religions - particularly those of Indo-Persian origins.  
 
To be a Soldier of Mithra(s) we are reminded to be honest, true to our friendships, our 
oaths and covenants we make with others.  
 
To be a Servant of Ormuzd (Ahura Mazda) we are urged to serve the one omnipotent 
Great Architect of the Universe and endeavour to bring light and wisdom to the world 
by improving ourselves. In invoking Ormuzd we are also reminded to uphold Truth. 
 
Simply put I think Pike was allegorically reminding us of the virtues, morals and ethics 
that each of us has sworn on the Volume of the Sacred Law to Uphold. 
 
 
 


